Some news of the year

The essence of Woodlarks is the people, both
the campers with disabilities and the volunteer
helpers, so that it is a joy to include in this Year
Book a number of thoughts and comments from
them. You will also find reports of wonderful
fundraising efforts, and of local support.

Several mornings each week during term time,
Nick welcomes students from the Additional
Needs School where he is employed, for work
experience.  Each task is geared to the
individual’s capability and need, meaningful
tasks which build up confidence and self-es-
teem. So the special atmosphere which is
Woodlarks extends beyond the camping season.

An increasing number of places on the camp
site are graced with wooden sculptures, the

work of chainsaw sculptor Matt Crabb and
generously funded by many. Owls, a badger, a fox - look at the various

expressions of the owlets in the new seat. The most ambitious is this one
of a heron. Dorothea Strover, the co-founder of Woodlarks, was known
in camp as Grey Heron, so this provides a pleasant link. A kingfisher
keeps the heron company.

Bradbury Croft is now ten years old! and is needing some TLC. A
major work is the complete upgrading of the heating system, being
carried out voluntarily by two experts, Paul Nolan and Roger Sinclair,
to whom we are immensely grateful.

A persistent leak in the swimming pool baffled every attempt to trace
its cause, using up unnecessary quantities of water, but at last the prob-
lem seems to have been solved.

Once again volunteers worked hard every weekend of November to
transform the woodland into a wonderland with snowmen, “snow” and
Santa with his sleigh flying through the air. 200 children with disabilities
came in succession, each receiving a gift.



